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"Green Plastic” in Logistics — bilstein group Relie s on Plastic Wrap Made From

Recycled Material

For decades, bubble wrap has been used in bilstein group logistics as a means of
protecting goods. The replacement parts specialist is also taking a major step towards
greater sustainability in this area as well: since the beginning of this year, the company

has only used wrapping material that consists of up to 50 percent recycled plastic.

The reason for this decision involved the acquisition of new machinery used to produce
the packaging material directly on site in the logistics centres. The machines that had
been in use previously had reached a certain age. Not only that, but the new, large
logistics centre in Germany and changed customer requirements made it essential to
think about new methods of producing protective packaging. This involved both the

plastic wrap and the machines since the suppliers offer both from a single source.

In cooperation with the operational logistics department, concepts from various
companies were assessed under real conditions over a period of several weeks. In the
end, a supplier whose packaging materials are not only developed and produced in
Germany but are also made from up to 50 percent recycled material, proved to be a

compelling choice.

But isn't 100 percent also possible? For the air cushions to form, parts of the material
are welded together. To be able to control these processes, a sheet consists of different
layers. The different properties of these layers require a certain proportion of virgin

material, as the melting temperatures are known and uniform for this type.
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With the recyclable wrap, the bilstein group is taking another step towards being more
sustainable in the field of logistics. In 2020, the general consumption of bubble wrap
was already significantly reduced: by approximately 24.5 tons per year. A further step
followed at the beginning of this year: by discontinuing the use of certain plastic

wrappings, a further two tons of plastic could be saved per year.

Background:

Ferdinand Bilstein combines the well-known product brands febi, SWAG, and Blue
Print under the bilstein group umbrella. Together, the bilstein group offers more than
62,000 different technical spare parts for professional vehicle repairs. The
internationally operating group of companies supplies its products to over 170

countries. For more information, please visit: www.bilsteingroup.com
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