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Innovative test drive: bilstein group tests delivery with electric trucks

In October 2024, goods were delivered by electric truck for the first time to the bilstein
group's logistics centre in Gelsenkirchen. The Mercedes-Benz eACTROS 600
delivered clutches with a total weight of 44 tonnes from the bilstein group's Clutch
Competence Centre in Durmersheim, some 400 kilometres away, when it pulled up to
unload at the logistics centre in Gelsenkirchen on the morning of 8 October 2024.

“The fact that we are using the test truck today to deliver our clutches is due to the
proximity of the Schmitt freight forwarding company and our Clutch Competence
Centre in Durmersheim,” explains Thomas Pederiva, Group Director Logistics at the
bilstein group. “It is interesting for us to see how far the electrically powered trucks

can travel without recharging and what other advantages they may offer.”

And there are quite a few advantages, as Klaus Wagner, a professional truck driver
at Spedition Schmitt, knows: “For me personally, driving is much more pleasant,
everything is much quieter and, as a driver, you are less exposed to the effects of a
combustion engine. It doesn't smell anymore either. And the range is sufficient — at

least for the journey from Durmersheim to Gelsenkirchen.”

According to the manufacturer, the truck should be able to cover 500 kilometres
without recharging. However, Wagner reports that, based on the haulage company's
experience so far, it is possible to cover even greater distances. How this will work in
the cold winter months will become clear in the coming months. The three battery

modules, which contain the latest technology and are designed to last 10 years or 1
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million kilometres, weigh 4.5 tonnes. The tyres have also been specially developed
for the truck by Michelin. The truck is additionally equipped with several extra

cameras to assist in evaluating vehicle error messages.

"Whether further deliveries with an electric truck are worthwhile depends on the price
and the CO2 savings. In this regard, we will certainly remain in contact with the
Schmitt haulage company, which has already ordered several electric trucks,” says
Pederiva, assessing the future prospects. 'Of course, it would be practical to be able
to use the location of the Schmitt haulage company right next to our site for the

delivery of clutches."

Background:

Ferdinand Bilstein combines the well-known product brands febi, SWAG and Blue
Print under the bilstein group umbrella. Together, the bilstein group offers more than
80,000 different technical replacement parts for professional vehicle repairs. The
internationally-operating group of companies supplies its products to over 170

countries. For more information, please visit: www.bilsteingroup.com
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